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Spring had come back to Lcadam
Street. The moist cobblestones had
steamed In the new sun all the after
noon; sparrows were sweeping up to the
eaves, trailing: strings and long- straws
after them; from the back porches of
the flats were loud, awaking, tinny
sounds, breaking the long silence. The
clank of the cable cars was borne over
the roofs, clearly now In the damp.
heavy atmosphere; from somewhere
came the JInsle of a street piano. Float- -
Ins down the mild afternoon came tne
deep, mellow note of some bis propeller,
loosing her winter moorings at last and
rousing to greet the tug that would tow
her out of the narrow river. Kelley. the
policeman, strolled along the sidewalk,
with his hands locked behind him, his
nose In the air, sniffing eagerly and
pleasurably. He had left oft his skirted
overcoat, and changed his clumsy cap
for his helmet

Annie had sat at her window all the
afternoon, but. as the spring day wore
toward Its close, she began to realize
that only the melancholy, and none of
the promise of this first spring day had
touched her. She had thrown open the
window, to test the quality of the air.
Now and then a warm breath came wan-
dering In off the prairies, though when
It met the cold persistent wind from the
lake It hesitated, and timidly turned
back But Annie would not let herself
doubt that the spring had come. She
knew that in time the prairie wind would
woo Its way until It would be playing
with the waves of the lake Itself, the
llttlo waves that danced all day. blue
and white. In the sunshine. And then
the summer would come, and on Sun-

day afternoons Jimmy would take her
out to Lincoln Park and they would
have their supper at Fisher's Garden

Lcadam Street was dull enough on
week dajs. on Surdays It was wholly
moumfu'

Once Annie saw a woman, with a
shawl oer her head and a tin bucket
In her hand, go Into Englehardt's place,
down the street The woman went In
furtlveb. ind brushed hastily through
the Famil Entrance." though why
could not be told She went there nearly
every hour or the day Then Annie was
left alone. She did not turn Inward to
the flat, that was too still and lonesome,
and It was growing dark now, as the
shadows gathered She heard the stren-
uous gongs of the cable cars oer in
State Street and could Imagine the
crowds ga from their Sunday holida.
mat filled them, clinging even to the
running boards She might have gone
out and been with them as every one
else In the street seemed to have done
hut she would not for worlds have been
away from home when Jimm came.
She heard the jingle of the street piano,
too she wished it would come down that

She would gladl have emptied
her purse for the dago

It wis not unusu-i- l for nnie to be
left alone and she had grown used to
it almost as used as a woman can-e-

the wife of a politician Jimm had
told her that she must not won- - at ans
of hi" absences an alderman could never
tell what might detain him She had but
a vague notion of the things that might
detain an alderman though she had no
doubt of their importance At times she
thought she felt an Intimate little charm
in the Importance that thus reflected It-

self upon her but, nevertheless her heart
was never quite cav until she heard
Jimmv s step on the stiir and his kes
In the latch, and then Jov came to the
little flat, and staved there trembling
and fearful until he he went awav again
Sh had grown to be to dependent on
Jimmv Ever since she had been grad-
uated from the convent his great strong
personality had stood between her and
the world so thit as her girlhood had
merged into womanhood she had hardly
recognized the change and she remiined
a girl still alone but for him he was
her whole life She had doubted his en-

trance into politics at first. Just as she
had doubted his going Into the saloon
business, though she scarce! understood
either in their villous s'gnlncances
Father Diughertv had told her she was
a fortunate girl to have Jimmv for a
husband and that had been enough Her
onlv objection was that politics seemed
to keep Jimmv aw a from home oftener
than the old work In the packing house
used to she had trembled at It at times,
and at times had grown a little fright-
ened His success in politics had pleased
her of course and made her proud but
It could not have made her prouder of
him than she had been He was

for her no change could make
an difference 'Without JImm.
what could the have done He had never
been gone so long before, here It was
Sundav evening, he had left at U o clock
Saturda morning, thre was to be an
extra sttsion of the council Saturda
ufglit an unLsual thing and she had
not been surprised when she awoke to
find that it wis Sunda morning and
that Jimm had not come

The morning wore awav, and she had
made all the arrangements for the din
ner she would have awaiting him She
had gone about lightl. happily, all the
dav singing to herself, the gladness of
the new spring In her But. one b one,
all the tasks she could think of were per
formed even to drawing the water for
his bath and laIng out his clean linen

HELD FOR JEWEL THEFTS.
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KITTY CVItlt.
New Aork. Jan 11 Fashionably gown-

ed men and women man of them well
known in social and financial circles,
are calling at .the h

Street police station In an attempt
to identlf more than VZA.WQ worth
of Jewelo. gems, and valuable ar-
ticles of wearing apparel stolen from
their homes b the six prisoners, one of
them a woman, arrested In a d

Street pawnshop The six prisoners
arc believed to be the entire band of
robbers that have been operating In the
fashionable homes on the west side of
Upper Manhattan Among those caught
In the police net are George Carr. a
criminal of many aliases and a long
record, and his wife, Kitty Carr. These
two are believed to be the brains of the
combination, the bulk of the loot and
burglars' tools being found In their
apartment

And thenwlien there was nothing else
to do but wait, and nothing with ''Which
to 'beguile her watting, she had taken
her post at the window to watch for
his cab.

The day waned, the Sunday
toward Its close, as It it sighed for

Monday, and the resumption of active
life. The street grew stiller and stiller.
She heard the voice of a newsboy, far
out of bis usual haunts, crying an extra.
She could not distinguish the words In
which he bawled his tidings, and she
thought nothing of It. One of Jimmy's
few rules was that she was not to read
the papers. But when the heavy voice
was gone, she found that It had had a
strange, depressing effect upon her; she
longed for Jimmy to come: the day had
dragged Itself by so slowly, and some-
thing of Its somberness had stolen Into
her soul She sighed, and leaned her
cam on her arm; her back was growing
tired, and beginning to ache. Then sud
denly she heard horses' hoofs and the
roll of a carriage In the street. She rose
and leaned far out of the window to
welcome him The cab drew up. It stop-
ped; the door opened. But the man who
got out was not Jimmy. It was Father
Daugherty. She knew him the Instant
she saw the fuzz old .high hat thrust
out of the cab, and caught the greenish
sheen of the shabby cassock that stood
away from the fringe of white hair on
his neck In such an

fashion The old man did not look
up. but tottered across the sidewalk.

Annie gasped, and scarce could move
In a moment more she heard the old
steps on the stairs, the steps that for
fortj jears had gone on so many er
rands for others, kind and merciful er
rands, all of them, though for the most
part sad He was soon beside her. and
she looked up Into the gentle face that
was so full of the woes of humanity.
He had driven at onco from the hos
pital In the cab the had sent to fetch
him Jlmmj's last words had been:

"What will become of Annlel"
The death of Alderman Jimmy Tiernan

at any time would have been a shock.
When death came to him by a pistol
ball It created what the newspapers. In
the columns they were so glad to fill
that Monday morninr. defined as a pro
found sensation This sensation was
most profound in two circles in the clt
outwardlv unconnected, though bound by
ties which It was the constant and ear
nest effort of both to keep secret and
unknown

The cltv council had had a special ses-
sion on Saturdav night, and had passed
the new gas franchise Alderman Tier-na- n

had had charge of the fight Ma- -
lachi Nolan was away, and Baldwin had
picked out Tiernan as the most trust-
worthv and able of those of the gang
who were left behind Jimm had felt
the compliment, and gloried In It It
was the biggest thing that had fallen
to him In his political life, and he was
determined that he would make all there
was to be made out of the opportunity
Not In an base or sordid sense that Is
not wholly so that would come, of
course, but he felt beond this a jo in
his work, the satisfaction of mere suc
cess would he his chief reward, the glory
and the professional pride he would feel
He relished the fight against the

against ' public opinion " what-
ever that was against the element that
called itself the ' better" element

He was fully determined that no step
should be misplaced, he counted his men
over and over again, he checked them
off mentallv. and it all turned out as he
had said Ever one was present, every
one voted, and voted "right, when the
roll was called the new gas franchise
was granted. Jimmy had delivered the
goods

It was natural that such a glorious
victcrv should be celebrated, and the
gang when It was assembled In Jimmy's
place. Immedlatel after the session was
over could not restrain Its Impatience
The bovs longed to have the fruits of
the day's work, with their wages they
could celebrate with glad, carefree
hearts But Jimm was of a Gaelic cun-

ning He would not Jeopardize the vic-

tor at that stage bv an Indiscretion
He saw at a glance the mood the gang
was In He smiled, as he always smiled

Direct Choice ofElectors was Plan of Nation's Father
Present System Presidential Selection Leads

Abases Assemblage Electoral College
Brings Question What

Original Intentions Makers
Constitution Were.

B JOHN VT. 1IOI.COMBK.

The reasons for limiting a President
of the United States to one term,
whether of four or six ears, have been

abl presented In the Senate, to the
effect that the efforts of the Incumbent
and his supporters to elect blm a sec-

ond time are a proline source of
corruption and demorillzation of

public business. Including misuse of the
power of appointment, solicitation of aid
from wealthy Interests with the hope

of favor In return, collection and ex-

penditure of huge campaign funds, in-

fluencing of legislation by the use of
patronage, packing of nominating con-

ventions coercion of officers and
of the government and of cor-

porations in their exercise of the suf-

frage The effects upon the President
are said to be degrading, distracting his
attention from the duties of his office,
converting him from the head (Of the
nation to the chief of a nartv. and forc-

ing him upon the stumn a partisan
campaigner, to the great Impairment of
his official digntt.

These evils seem to me not at all
Inherent In the office or the conditions
which properly surround it or In a
second term, but morbid growths from
our system of slect!ng candidates. To-

morrow the electors "appointed ' at the
general election November S last, will
assemble In their several btate capi-

tals, record their votes for President and
Vice President, and certify the same to
Congress, to be and In
the of the two Houses on the
second Wednesday In February. Need-
less to sa the electors have had no
voice In selecting the persons for whom
they will vote. These have been desig
nated by certain Irresponsible assem-
blages of politicians, held last summer
with more or less credit and eclat.

Departure form Constitution.
This sstem of selection is a wide de

parture from the constitutional method.
which was ideal In Intention. The Con
stitution provided that the President
saculd be chosen by the electors of all
States, equal for each, to the number
of Senators and Representatives. As was
probably necessary at the time. In view
or diversity of conditions in different
parts of the country, the manner of "ap
pointing electors was left to be deter
mined by the Legislatures; but through
the steady growth of Democratic senti
ment it came about in seventy years that

and anyone', to see his smile, must have
loved him but he shook his head.

"The drink's In you. boys." he said.
"and you can't trust your tongues.
Xou'lfj have to wait. Monday night you'll
be over. Then we'll talk business."

Subconsciously, they still were sober;
In a strange dual mentality they saw the
safety there was In his. decision: and.
In the paralysis of will his magnetism
worked In them, they loved hlra the more
for 1L They remembered that It was
Just What Malachl would have done. And
so. noisy and excited as they were, they
applauded his sagacity. Then they gave
themselves over unreservedly to their ap-

petites. It was a famous night In the
annals of the gang Jimmy himself Join-
ed In the revelry. And In the calm, silent
Sunday morning:, with the new sunlight
of spring glaring- In his swollen, aching
eyes, he found hlmself.vwlth a companion.
In a Clark Street, chophouse. Just as
they were going to order breakfast a
young man came, In, with a black look
In his eyes No one saw It then, though
they all remembered It afterward. Jimmy
greeted him as gayly as he greeted
everybody, but the young man did not
warm to Jimmy's greeting. There were
words, the quick rush of anger to Jim-
my's face, a blow, and the pistol shot.
At first the newspapers were glad to
trace some sinister connection between
the franchise fight and the tragedy.
Afterward, they said it was only some
private grudge. No one dreamed that
Jimmy Tiernan had an enemy on earth

At the hospital, Jimmy opened his eyes
and on his face, grown very wlhte. there
was a smile again, the last of his win-
ning smiles. His friends were with him.
and they wept, unashamed Then he roll-
ed his head on his pillow and spoke of
Annie. The calm Sister of Charity press-
ed her rosary Into his hand, and stooped
to listen. They had Just time to send
for Father Daugherty.

Down in the ward the sadness that-ha-

come to Leadam Street spread blackly.
Many a man. and many a woman, and
many a child cried The poor had lost
a friend, and they would not soon for-
get him In the long da a of the distant
winter they would think of him over
and over. Every one In that ward was
poor, though the reformers, condescend-
ing that way whenever Jimmy was up
for somehow never grasped
the real significance of the fact. And it
was a somber Monday around the city
hall Jimmv had been a man with a
genius for friendship The gang mourned
him In a sadness that had added to It
the remorse of a recent sobriety, but
their grief, genuine as it was, had In It
an evil bitterness their hearts would not
have owned The were restive and
troubled Whenever they got together In
little groups, they read consternation In
one another's faces, and now and then
they cursed the caution they had ex-

tolled on Saturday night. Besides these
varied effects, JImm's death, while It
could not create a crisis In the market,
nevertheless gave rise to nervous feelings
In certain segments of financial circles.
It was Inevitable that financial and po-

litical circles should overlap and Inter-
sect each other in this matter, and there
were conferences which seemed to re-
flect a sense of personal resentment at
Jimmy for having been murdered so In-

opportunely. In the end. the financiers
were peremptory with Baldwin He must
fix the thing some way And he assured
them that he would give the appointment
of the administration his Immediate at-

tention Alread. he said, he had a man
In view who would be reasonable and
practical There were suggestions of

d methods, but that was
never George R. Baldwin's way He
went out with his air of affablltt unim
paired .leanwnue. political ana nnan-cl-

circles could only wait and hope
The excitement of the first few das

following the tragedy kept Annie's mind
occupied, but. when the funeral was
over, and she returned to her little flat
when the neighborly women had at last
gono back to their homes and their In-

terrupted duties, and the world to Its
work. Annie was left to face life alone
She could not adjust herself to the

and fear and despair added their
blackness to her grief Father Daugh- -
crt knew how great a blow Jimmy's

ell the electors were elected b direct
vote of the people. Thus they are now
chosen, and If they were permitted to
assemoie in convention and nominte the
candidates for whom their formal votes
should be cast the system would Indeco
or ideal

In recent articles In The Forum (re-
produced In this paper November S and
December 1, 1MI) I have shown how the
authors of the Constitution provided at
first that the electors of all the States
should assemble as a "Grand Electoral
O.llege," and both select and elect the
President: but afterward. In view nf dlf-
hculties of travel, arranged that they
should meet In the States and certify
their votes to the Congress. Thus the
electors were rendered powerless to make
a choice and were conseauentlv com
pered to accept and vote for candidates
dictated b Congressional caucuses, ana
later b party conventions, but Congress
ought to authorize the electors to as-
semble for conference and the nomina-
tion of candidates Nominating conven-
tions then would be nedless, and ought
to be prohibited as forestalling the choice
(I. e. Impairing the freedom) of the elec
tors, who are constitutional officers of the
government.

In electing the eiectors themselves, the
most Improved devices of democracy
(such as nomination by primary election
In each Congressional district), should be
emplocd to procu'e men representative
Individually of their constituencies, and
collectively of the public opinion of the
nation The should also be ad-
vised by a Presidential preference vote
of the given without previous
nomination, and properl tabulated for
study. Thus selected and thus Instruct-
ed, the Electoral College would be the
best agency possible for electing the Pres-
ident. On election day, we, the entire
body of voters, would deposit our bollots,
every voter of us, having written on his
ballot (If he so desired) the name of
his preference for President By the
same ballots we would appoint from
among ourselves a committee of respec-
table citizens, to sift and analze our
perference votes and select the best man.
The procedure of this committee of 531

has been explained In the for-
mer articles.

Direct Vote Untalnablr.
Let It be conceded at once that the

election of President by direct vote of the
people (If any regard such method as
desirable), Ss unattainable By that meth-
od the voting population would act en
masse. State lines would be obliterated.
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I death would be to her, and, though he
gave what comfort he could, he left her
" to tlmA H 41 not belong to the

h, orders. But, as he pondered
L ,,,. . . , .,.. h. hr.wdiv euess- -

I
that ibg caie,, jimmy would hardly

have made provision against anything" bo
'far from his thoughts as death, and he
perceived that If Annie were to De pro-
tected from, a future with which she.
alone and unaided, would hardly have
the capacity to deal, some one must

ago might Father Daugherty have
celebrated his sliver Jubilee as pastor of
St. Patrick's, but he was not the man
for celebrations. "The "parish was one
big family to him, and he knew the Joys

and sorrows, the" little' hopes and pathetic
ambitions of every one In It. The sor
rows of his children he bore In his own
heart; they had wrought their complqx
and tragic tale In his face. The Joys he
left them to taste alone; but he found
too much sorrow to have time for Joy.
During all those years he had given lf

unsparingly: If It was all he had to
irlve. It was the most precious thing he
could have given a dally sacrifice that
exhausted a temperament keenly sensi
tive and sympathetic So he had grown
old and white before his time. Many a
man had ho kept straight when times
were hard and the right to work denied
him; many a widow had he saved from
the wiles of the claim agent. The cor-
porations and the lawyers hated him.

And so, on Monday morning, the clerks
of the probate court had scarcely had
time to lawn reluctantly before begin
ning a new week's work, when Father
Daugherty appeared to file Annie's
waiver of her own right to be appointed
administratrix of the estate of James
Tiernan. deceased, with an application
for the appointment. Instead, of Francis
Daugherty as administrator

"He must keep a set of blanks," whis
pered one clerk to another.

As Father Daugherty went about his
Inventory, he saw that the result would
be what he had expected Jimmy had
left no estate, no Insurance, nothing but
the saloon And that, with Jimmy dead,
was nothing, for Its value lay all In
Jimmy's personality and the Importance
of his position In politics The fixtures
would hardly pay for the burIng of him
When the debts the law prefers had been
paid. Annie would have scarcely a penny.
The world might preserve a respectful
and smpathetlc attitude during the few
exciting das when it was ralng Its
last conventional tributes to the aeaa
man. but It kept Itemized accounts mean
while, and It could not long pretend to
have forgotten material things. It would
present Its bills, and they must De paid
Annie would have hardly a cent to meet
them with. And Father Daugherty
knew, even If Annie did not know, what
the world would do then.

Yet he smiled, though he shook his
head, as he thought of the
lndlscrlmlnatlng generosity that had been
akin to the Improvidence of Jimmy's na-

ture And now he had but one more
duty to perform, the safe In Jlmm's
saloon had not been opened No one.
not even the bartender, knew the com-

bination, and Father Daugherty had a
locksmith to drill the lock The gang
had attended Jimmy's funeral In black
neckties, and had mourned him sincerely,
but. now that he was burled, their atti-
tude became the common worldly atti-
tude with perhaps a little more than the
usual aggressiveness In It The were In
a quandary as to the bundle In the new
gas franchise, and man conferences
with Baldwin had nerved them to des-

perate expedients So It was on Bald-
wins advice that they determined to be
represented at the opening of the safe
Two of the number were detailed to this
duty. McQulrk. of the Ninth, and r,

of the Twent-fourt- When
they made their demand on Father
Daughert, explaining that they came In
their capacity as Jlmmj's nearest friends,
h assented with a readiness that re-

lieved them both, and delighted r.

though McQulrk, who knew
Father Diughertj better than his col-

league did. was fearful and suspicious
Father Daugherty said that he had
thought of having witnesses, and they
would serve as well as an It was vcr
kind of them

The priest and the two aldermen wait- -

and the smaller States would lose the ad
vantage secured to them by our Federal
system In giving them a ote In the col-
lege for ever Senator and Bcpresenta-
tlve Also previous nominations would
be more neccssan than ever, and the
voters would become more than ever
the blind puppets of Irresponsible con
ventions The States will hesitate a long
time before amending the Constitution
In this line But by very simple legis
lation and without change In the Const!
tutlon, we may perfect our perscnt ays
tern so it will operate as the fathers In
tended, furnishing a lawful nominating
bod and authoritative election agency
I believe careful reflection on the subject
will convince candid minds that the peo
ple will Influence and control the election
of Presidents as far as It can be con-

trolled b them, when thetr grand com-
mittee, the Electoral College, exercises
its fun powers.

The effective operation of the constitu-
tional method of election would cure the
abuses alleged to result from the possi-
bility of The length of the
President's term and his eligibility to
successive terms were fully considered
b the fathers For weighty reasons.
after debating proposals of six years and
seven ears, they adopted a term of four

and declined to restrict the num
bcr of terras. Recall Bancroft's narra
tive respecting the mode of electing the
President.

"The constitutional convention at
first reluctantly conferred that office
on tho National Legislature, voting
In Joint ballot. To escape from dan-
ger of cabal and corruption It next
transferred full and final power of
choice to an electoral college that
should be an exact counterpart of the
Joint convention of the two Houses of
Congress and should meet at the seat
of government. From confi-

dence in the purity of the electoral
body thus established, the

of the Executive was again af-
firmed."

Subject for Platforms.
Their thought was that If tho President

were elected b the Congress or by popu-

lar vote he ought to be limited to one
term, which might be as long as seven

ears. but If chosen b a carefully se-

lected college of electors, great advan-
tage would result from a shorter term
with eligibility to A Presi-
dent who should prove a failure would
not burden the country overlong, while
the services of an able and popular Pres-
ident would be extended almost as a mat-
ter of course hy a quiet
From Washington w e recelv ed the .un-
written law of two terms only. With
that limitation the Presidency Is so ad-

mirable an Institution per so that the
most radical progressives and most timid
conservatives may wH unite In keeping
It as It is. The of the Ex-

ecutive renders the office adaptable to
the character of the man and the cir-
cumstances of the times, and a

enlightened people may safely
remain the guardian of the
tradition. The establishment oX a one- -

In tne saloon for two hours while) the
locksmith drilled away silently. The
street door was closed; the crepe still
hung from the handle that had never
gone unlatched so long at a time before,
the curtains were drawn, and outside the
crowds forever shuffled by on the side-
walk, all oblivious to the little drama
of hopes and fears that was unfolding
its within. The saloon
was dark, and an electric bulb glowed
to shed light for the locksmith. The
two aldermen puffed their cigars In si
lence, save for an occasional whisper.
one with another. Father , DaughertVa
gaunt form leaned against the dusty
bar, strangely out of keeping with such
a scene, though the saloons In his par-
ish knew him, especially on Saturday
nights, when he conducted little, raids of
his own, and turned his prisoners over
to their wives. Now his weary visage
was relaxed in patient waiting. At last
the locksmith dropped his tools, and
said:

There!"
The thick steel doors swung out on

their noiseless hinges. The two
to the side of the safe. The

priest drew near slowly, but his little
eyes were turned on the aldermen, and
they fell back a pace. Then the priest's
long figure sank to a kneeling posture.
and ho peered into the safe. There was
nothing In view. It was strangely empty,
for a safe of Its monstrous size and
mystery, and the tenacity of Its combi-
nation. He thrust in his hand and fum-
bled through all its hollow Interior, and
then he drew forth a soiled linen collar!
It was ludicrous, and for once he laugh
ed, a little laugh. There was not a
ledger, not aj book.

"He kept no accounts, your rivcrenee,"
said McQulrk.

"It was Just like him." said Father
Daugherty. But he kept on with his
search. And. when he opened the little
drawer of maplewood he found a parcel,
done" snugly up In thick brown paper.
He tore It open, and there swelled Info
his sight packages of banknotes almost
bursting In their eIlow straps. The bills
were new, and as freshly green as the
spring Itself, more tempting thus, some
way, to the reluctant conscience. The
two aldermen bent over the black, stoop
ing flguro of the priest, their eyes fixed
on the money. There Itwas at last, the
bundle Itself, the price of. or a part of
the price of the new gas franchise. The
priest straightened painfully, and got to
his feet He held the bundle In his thin
fingers, and glanced at his witnesses with
a keen and curious eye They met his
gaze, expectant, eager, drawing do, hot
breatha Involuntarily they extended
their hands Father Daugherty looked
at them, and a little twinkle of amuse-
ment showed In the ees that were wont-edl- y

so mild and sad
"Would you" lie said
The two alderm'f hastily raised their

hands, and togct in strange unison,
wiped their brows The room had sud
denly grown hot for them, and their
brows were wet. though Father Daugh-
erty was cool and composed, as he ever
was Yet they remembered, they could
not so easily give up; It was theirs by
ever right They could have cursed
Jimmy Just then for his excessive cau-
tion It was McQuIrk's quick mind that
thought flrst.

' Mavbe there's writing." he said
Father Daughert looked long and

thorough!, running his thin hand deep
Into pigeon holes and back Into the par-
titions, until the sleeves of his shabby
coat were pushed far up his lean wrist.

"Not a scrap " he said
Then, ma be " But McQulrk drew

Bretzenger aw a), and the went Into
the darkness that lay thick as dust In
the back of the long room Meanwhile.
Father Daugherty searched the safe
through and through He found nothing
more The strong box had had but one
purpose, and It had served It well Then
slowly, painfully, with the clumsy, un-

accustomed fingers that had had small
chance to count money, he turned the
packages over, counting them carefully,
wetting his trembling fingers now and
then The imtn who had drilled the safe
stood 'ooking on with ccs that widened
more and more

"How much Is there Father" he said
at length He extended a grimy fore

term rule also ought to be left to the
People without constitutional restriction
This question has as yet received little
general discussion, but Is properly a sub
ject for party platforms as a means of
testing public opinion.

The fault Is In our sjstcm of nominat-
ing candidates and conducting campaigns,
and thither ought the efforts of reformers
to be directed. Party organizations are
purely voluntarj. and their nominating
conventions altogether Irresponsible. The
will of the people has but a remote In
fluence over them, and they present can-

didates who may be or may not be the
choice of a majority even of their own
nartv. The candidates then snend la
borious months, each striving to prove
himself acceptable to his own party and
then to win enough support from other
parties to Insure his election. The per
sonal element Is exaggerated, abuse and
misrepresentation are rife, money is col-
lected dubiously and expended Injurious
ly, excitement prevails, business suffers.
Issues of principle and policy are neglect-
ed. If the President be a candidate, he Is
charged with using the Federvl patron
age and all the powers of his office to
secure his nomination and further his
election

For nearly twenty years two powerful
and Interesting personalities have dom-

inated the Imagination of large elements
of the American people, and when elthsr
or tnem is before tne electorate as a

high office it Is almost Impossi-
ble to secure discussion of any political
proposal save with reference to his per-
sonality. The effect of this limitation
upon our political llfeJias not been happ).
Passionate feeling has been aroused at a
time when cool reason was most neces-
sary, and blind personal advocacy or
blind personal antagonism has taken the
place of statesmanlike examination of
principles

AVo a id Correct Abuses.
Under the correct stem there would

be none of all this. There will be no need
of It and no opportunity for It. The can-

didate would not be In evidenco until the
last act of the drama, but his way would
be prepared by statesmen and publicists
proclaiming party, purposes and expound-
ing party doctrine through .conventions,
the press and public speeches. The peo-
ple would then select b) the best means
that can be devised a body of men whom
they know or can know all about to act
as their "grand committee" In naming the
President, under such Instruction as It
mny be possible to give by u popular pref-
erence vote.

It Is objected that the Electoral Collage
would be subjected to severe pressure and
Violent solicitation, and might be cor-
rupted or purchased outright. This Is
only to say that electors are men. Men
are mortal and fallible, and It Is freely
admitted that no human Instrument Is
perfect. But as we cannot resortto a
convocation of angels, we must employ
the best human agency to be obtained.
Here khe Judgment of the fathers Is
sound:

"It was desirable that the sense of

finger hesitatingly, as If to touch the
package tne priest balanced on his palm.
But he did not touch It. any more than
if It had been something sacred in that
clean, sacerdotal hand.

"Fifty thousand," the priest answered.
His voice was a trifle husky.

"Fifty thousand!" the man exclaimed.
And then he added. In awe: "Dollars!
Doesn t look like that much, does It!"

"No." Father Daugherty answered. He
had been a little surprised himself. There
was something disappointing In the size
of the package. He had never seen
so much money before, and Its tremen
dous power. Its tremendous power for
evil, as he suddenly thought, was con-
centrated In a compass so small that
the mind could but slowly wheel about
to the new conception. The locksmith
spoke.

"Might I might I hold It a secon-d-
In mr own hand?" he said.

The priest gave the bundle Into the
hand hardened by so much honest toll.
The man held it. heaving It up and down
Incredulously, testing its weight. Then
be gave It back.

"Thanks." he said, and sighed.
The two aldermen had returned from

their little conference.
"Your rlverence." began McQulrk hesi-

tatingly, "might we have a word with
you In private? ' He looked suspiciously
at the workman. The priest went with
them a little way apart.

"We know about that." McQulrk point-
ed to the bundle.

"You do, do you?" said the priest
sharply.

"Yea father," Bretzenger said. "It's
It's well. It belongs to the compan

sir."
"What company?"
"Well, you know, the new ga ah. that

Is. Mr. Baldwin, the lawyer. You know
him?"

"George B.?" asked Father Daugherty.
"Yes, your rlverence," said both men

hopefully. "It should go back to him."
The priest looked at them, and they

caught again that amused expression in
his face It put them HI at ease, and It
roused resentment In Bretzenger. who
felt that this calm priest could read htm
to welL

"None of It belongs to you. then,
suppose." observed Father Daugherty.

"Ah. well of course." McQulrk urged.
and his tone showed that he was trying,
In his crude way, to Impress the priest
with an honest disinterestedness. "Of
course. Jimmy was entitled to his piece.'

"Sure"' Bretzenger said, swelling with
the llttlo virtue he had found to help
him

"But you say It ought to go back to
Baldwin, eh?

"That's what we think sir," they
chimed.

"Well, he can come and Identify It.'
said Father Daugherty. He slowly
wrapped the package up, and, unbutton
lng his long, rusty coat a little way down
from the throat, stuffed the money Into
an Inner pocket. The deed seemed to
madden Bretzenger. and he moved a step
forward. The two others saw his motion
The priest did not move, but he turned a
look on them and raised his hand, and
McQulrk quailed, a superstitious fear In
his eyes He stiffened his arm before
Bretzenger and staled him And then
the priest stepped quietly to the safe,
and pushed its door to with an arm that
seemed too weak and frail to stir the
heavy steeL

"It looks to me. Michael." he was say
lng gently, as If addressing McQulrk
alone, like personal property, and.
I'm the administrator, I suppose I'll have
to take charge of It, If any beside our
dead friend own It. let them come for-
ward and prove their claim and Identify
their property In open court.

Father Daugherty reported the whole
affair to the probate court, and the judge
wnen the time for filing claims had
elapsed and he had waited for the par-
ticular claim he knew would not be pre-
sented, ordered a distribution of the prop-
erty Then Father Daugherty went to
the fiat to see Annie, bearing the bundle,
the original bundle, the bundle that had
bought the new gas franchise. Some
thing of the dramatic quality in the sit
uation had got into the old priests heart.
He knew that Annie would appreciate it
all so much better If she could see the

the people should operate In the choice
of the person to whom so important a
trust was to be confided. This end
will be answered by committing theright of making it. not to any

bod, but to men chosenror the special purpose and at theparticular Juncture." And again:
The mode least fav orable to Intrigueand corruption, that ln which theunbiased voice of the people, wouldbe most attended to. and that whichwll be least likely to terminate lnviolence and usurpation, ought to beadopted."

Would Keel Itc.pon.Ibim-- .

If the function of the electors were
""' ' "" they as average honorabl,

Americans selected hi h.i .,... ...' "sr icuow citizens for a solemn trust, would feel their
uull, aeeniy. They would be pro-

tected and restrained by a thorough cor- -
w. ,w. meir brief official exlstence would be spent ami th.i. .....

formed in the very glare of publicity. Ittakes. but a feeble nrtimi. . J...- w predict
,,rUPUO" "monB lhera w""d beS3 ":"Ut A sentiment or

T .? "y woum Brow around an
fiiT' Ch ,WouM sxn become trad-
ition " r'Uld ", mly toto an elector as a Judge onthe bench. Obviously It would Im-
possible for a President to communicatewith the electors. They would assembleto make their choice within thirty dasof their own election. Their outgoingsard Incomings meantime, as well as thePresidents, would be observed of allmen. If not restrained by a high sense
of propriety, he would be hindered by
the dlfflCUltleS nf tl l,i.,llAn fmn.
ertlng any influence over them, and they
should be prohibited b law from re-
ceiving from the person elected any office
Or benefit dlreetlv nr Inriirm'tlv His
road to then would not be
me corralling of delegates to the con-
vention, or giving and promising office,
cr favoring corporations, but an able
ocd patriotic administration of the gov- -
uiiii.irm. upon tne select body or men
Who WnilM eft. am J..,Im. nnnA nf !.
evil Influences referred to above would
have any power.

It would seem, therefore that befom
attempting to amend the Constitution
either as to the President's term andcjlglbllltv. ni n fn.lhn manner nf ljut- -
lng him, we ought to try the results of
maxing tne constitutional metnoos effec-
tive. Glv the Constitution a chance. To

be passed at an earl) day prohibiting
me nominating oi canaiaaies ior xresl
dent and Vice President by convention
or otherwise, providing for a Presidential
preference vote addressed to the elec-
tors, and requiring the assembling of the

of nominating. Thus would the public
lo Informed In advance. Afterward th
details could be carefuly studied and
further provisions found necessary could
b mado ln a supplemental act or ln
the appropriation bill for the proper year.
i

fortune and feel It, and he would let her
do to for an instant before he put It
away In the safety deposit vaults to
await opportunity for its Investment.

She looked at It long and long. Irlns- -

there ln the lap of her black gown. She
could not grasp the amount, though the
old priest, leaning forward, with the
enthusiasm of a boy shining once more
after so many years, ln his hollow ey.
said over and over:

Look at it. mr child! Feel It! It's
fifty thousand dollars! And It's ail
yours!"

She patted It. tenderly and affection-
ately, with a soft and reminiscent caress,
so that the priest knew that it was not
for anything that package Of money
might hold for her ln a material way,
then or afterward, but rather for what
It gave back for a moment to her deso-
lated heart. And the priest was glad of
that, and thereafter silent. He had had
his doubts. He would feel better when
the money had passed out of his hands,
and he sometimes questioned whether It
would ever do good in any one's hands.
But he had a sense of humor, too, a
grim sense ln this Instance, when he
thought of certain political and financial
circles, even If he did dust hl thin
hands carefully with his spotless hand-
kerchief when he laid the money down.

Annies eyes had filled with the ready
tears that welled to their sweeping, black
lashes, and trembled there as she raised
her eyes to him

"Ah, father." she said, "he svsa so, so
good to me, always and too kind! And
see how thpughtful he was to leave me
all this' Oh. Jimmy, my poor Jimmy!"

And she rocked forward like an old
woman, and wept.

A STBUGGLE WITH A Willi
Ifovr S(rlndherK's Unhappy Mar-

riage Colored Ills Work.
The extremely unhappy married life

of August .Strlndberg Is commented upon
by CIaton Hamilton In the Bookman.

"At the age of twenty-six,- " he says.
"Strlndberg fell In lore with the woman
who was to exert a deeper Influence upon

Is work than any other factor ln his
life experience. She was already married,
but she obtained a divorce and married
Stnndberg For a time their wedded
life was happy, and the poet ln this
single sunny period of his experience
poured forth an amazing number and
variety of literary works conceived In
the romantic mood. But a little later
his marriage began to be disrupted by
dissensions, and the domestic life be-
came Increasingly unbearable to both
parties as the jears proceeded Held
together by their children, they endured
a life of torture until final!, after six-
teen years, they abandoned the hopeless
struggle and were divorced

'This tragic experience has colored all
the later work of Strlndberg He had
begun by conceiving life as war. and he
now discovered In his own case that love,
which Is the origin and essence of life.
Is also war a ear long, lifelong battle
without an interrupting truce Hence
he conceived love as only the obverse of
a passion, of which the In-

evitable reverse la hatred Other poets
have made the sime discovery Com-
pare, for Instanc Mr Kipling's harrow-
ing lines T 'r t you, grlnnin" there.
Ah, Gawrd. I love jou so""

The Sonth and a ew Tarty.
Frera rode Bemca 3rtrufae

For the first time In nearly fifty years
there Is promise that the South l. n
have an opportunity to vote its actualbeliefs, or perhaps !t would be clearer tosay mat the various Individuals who
make up the voting population of th
soutn ma cast their ballots in line with
tneir beliefs

Four ears ago. in this magazine, we
endeavored to analyze political conditions
in tne South and to point out that a
break in the solid South would be a
splendid tonic There Is no doubt that
the name Republican has keDt manv--
Southern men out of the party so desig
nated, but now there Is to be offered
the national Progressive oartv. which
Instead of being fettered b traditions
will come ln Its formative period. The
platform is as yet unwritten, but that it
will be broad enough for the narrowest
Is an assurance that may safely be of-
fered.

Is the South forever to be led br that
blind man. Tradition? The pressing, vital
issues or are not to be met by a
discussion of the battle of Chlckamauga.
Tne bouth has problems that
loom as large as heretofore has that of
the negro a problem which has now
been left, by common consent, to the
South for solving. The South Is growing
to giant proportions is her agriculture,
her Industries and her commerce. She
must look on the economic side as well
as the sentimental.

The bouth needs two parties No man
will say that two parties are not prefer-
able to one part divided Into bitter fac
tions The oung men of the South have
a right to hear issues discussed lnstesd
of listening to personal abuse and vili
fication

DEFIES STRXKEES.
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Cernlght by Zartoue Uallsr,

FllKDEItlCK W. WMITRIDGB.
YflnV,r T. T. inn

franchise I must operate my cars, blood
shed or not," Such Is the ultimatum of ifA,u,kn ... ...,uauo, ficsiUSIll VI. IUQ
Yonkers Electric Hallway, which has
been tied up by the striking motormen
for more than a week, suspending all
surface traffio In, Yonkers,
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